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Zoë’s Place Baby Hospice, Middlesbrough

Inside you will find lots of news and information about all the developments here at 

the hospice. The continuing improvements that we strive to achieve are only possible 

with your support and it is that support that has enabled our nursing team to care 

for so many babies and young children since we opened over twelve years ago.

The team here at Zoë’s Place will never take that support for granted.

During the past months charities have featured heavily in the news and not always for the right reasons. 

We want to make clear to all our friends the fundraising principles we have held since the beginning of 

Zoë’s Place. The funds you provide are the life blood of this small hospice and the following are the rules 

we believe in:

•  We do not knock on doors or telephone people at home asking for donations

•  We do not engage in chugging (stopping people in the street for a donation or asking to set up 

a direct debit)

• We will never share our supporters details and personal information

•  All our fundraising activities will be conducted in an honest, open, transparent,  

ethical and business-like manner

• We will always treat our supporters with respect and gratitude

As a small local charity we can only exist because of the kindness and help of supporters like you.

2016 started with the unforeseen challenges an old building like Crossbeck House can bring. This year 

we have had major work on a leaking roof and a garden wall blown down during a gale to mention just 

two. This combined with the still very worrying financial environment can certainly make life difficult. The 

wonderful thing about Zoë’s Place is that just meeting one of the special children our nurses care for can 

instantly put these worries into perspective. Their smiles can truly lift and inspire all of us to make sure 

this hospice is there not just for them but for children for many years to come.

Thank you 

Mark
General Manager
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THANKYOU!
Middlesbrough Supporters South
Middlesbrough Supporters South is an online forum 
of Boro supporters who live in the UK and in fact all 
over the world.  For the past five years they have 
chosen to support us with an online Christmas wish 
list whereby a supporter can purchase a gift which 
is sent directly to the hospice. This year we were 
taking deliveries of hundreds of amazing Christmas 

presents each day throughout December and a lot of people 
had kindly chosen presents that were sensory orientated especially 
for the children in the hospice.  

Kebbell 
Homes
Our sibling 
group 
experienced 
a festive 
adventure at the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway before Christmas on the Santa 
Express which was kindly funded by Kebbell 
Homes.  Twenty children went aboard the 
60103 Flying Scotsman from Grosmont 
Station to receive gifts, meet Santa and be 
entertained by his elves.  

Charity 
Casino 
Night
David Maudlin 
hosted the 
annual John 
Law Memorial 
Trophy poker night at Rainbow 
Casino, Teesside Park.  The cards 
were dealt and lady luck was on our 
side as the night raised £5,000. 

Paris Marathon
Stephen and Rael wanted to raise money for us as a close 
family friend, Milly Mcguire, was born in November 2015 
with complex needs, they know how Zoe’s Place will be 
crucial  to the support to her and her family in the future. 
Stephen and Rael travelled to Paris on the 2nd April 
with energy gels, vaseline and leggings to get round the 
long long 26.2 mile route, having trained hard from late 
November. They completed the marathon in just under 4 
hours and raised £1540.  

Almark Windows
The old sash single glazed windows in our 
fundraising office were in a sorry state, being 
over 100 years old and sadly past repair. 
Almark Windows very kindly spent the day 
replacing the windows absolutely free of 
charge. We now have beautiful windows we 
can open and close, that will keep us toasty 
warm in the winter, and that we can at last 
open them in the summer!! And the old 
windows have been saved to recycle into 
cold frames for our 
gardens . 



THANKYOU!
Teesside Shopping Park
A big thank you to 
Teesside Shopping 
Park who gave us a 
marvellous gift last 
summer when they 
provided us with a 
new specialist swing 
for the children’s play area.  The swing has 
brought a lot of fun to the children in the 
hospice who love nothing better than to be 
outside enjoying themselves.

St Mary’s Church
St. Mary’s Church held their fifth “Festival of 
Christmas Trees” event in December which 
saw twenty five local organisations, including 
ourselves, decorated a Christmas tree which 
they have sponsored all in aid of charity.  We 
chose to put our selection 
of Christmas decorations 
on our tree and loved 
looking at how other 
businesses like the local 
plumber that had mini 
baths for decorations 
and the hairdresser who 
had mini straightners & 
hair rollers which showed the care people 
had put into the event.  This in turn raised 
£2200 for the hospice which included matched 
funding from HSBC Bank Middlesbrough which 
was an amazing Christmas present.

Anthony Harthorn
Anthony Hartshorn was looking for the 
challenge of a lifetime for himself and his Uncle 
when he decided on climbing to Everest Base  
Camp. After booking the trek in the Spring  
many months of hard training were ahead and when the 
earthquake hit Nepal Anthony was more determined than 
ever to make the journey to support both the people of 
the region and raise money for the hospice. Anthony got 
the Zoë’s Place t-shirt to the highest ,most remote place 
it has ever been and raised an amazing £1600.

North East VW Club for Easter Eggs
The hospice enjoyed a special delivery of Easter 
eggs when VW enthusiasts dropped off more 
than 3,000 to bring some chocolatey delight to 
the children of the hospice.  Members of the 
North East VW Club delivered the eggs as they 
made their annual trip to Zoë’s Place after 
touring through Middlesbrough town centre. Arriving at 
the hospice with a police escort and the colourful Beetles 
and motor homes added an additional splash of colour to 
the event.

Boundary 500
This years cheque 
presentation for the 
Boundary 500 Motorcycle 
Annual Santa Ride took place recently and yet again 
the club members excelled themselves by raising an 
amazing £26,620.02.  This means the money raised 
will pay for the care of one of the babies at Zoë’s Place 
for 89 days.  We would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who helped ensure that the Santa Ride 
takes place, especially the Police because without 
their help the event could not take place.

Ferrari Car man
We were very lucky to be donated the most beautiful 

child’s Ferrari car by Mr & Mrs Sellers of 
Ormesby. We put the car on ebay and it 
was bought by a family from Cumbria 
for their little boy for Christmas. Here 
is a picture of the new owner of the 
beautiful car looking delighted with his 
new wheels ha! Thanks to Daddy....I 
mean Father Christmas for placing 
the top bid and raising £262 for 
Zoes’s Place Baby Hospice.
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Middlesbrough 5k & 10k Run

These ever popular Run Middlesbrough events return with the Ali Brownlee 

Cleveland Centre 5k and CCG 2k Fun Run on Sunday 5 June and the Taylor 

Wimpey Tees Pride 10k and SABIC Fun Run on Sunday 4 September.

 

Both events are more than just about running though with a fantastic carnival 

atmosphere that sees the races visiting many of Middlesbrough’s iconic sites 

including, The Transporter Bridge, Temenos, MFC Riverside Stadium and 

Acklam Hall. In addition, Teesside’s generosity comes to the fore with tens of 

thousands of pounds raised for charity each year. Please apply at  

www.runmiddlesbrough.com and contact us for sponsor forms/t-shirt.

Stockton Cycling Festival – 
Stockton Sportive
Saturday 25th June 2016
Come and join us for a great 
cycling challenge as part of the 
2016 Stockton Cycling Festival.  
The Sportive is a challenging 
event offering cyclists of all 
ability the chance to take part 
in a ride ranging from 36 to 
106 miles. Every ride departs from Stockton Riverside with 
an escorted start, just like the ‘Tour De France’! 

There will be Feeding Stations, a Broom Wagon and 
support throughout the routes – making sure your 
wheels keep turning.  Booking in advance for these rides 
is advisable as places are limited.  Prices range from £15 
– £25 depending on your chosen route. Enter at www.
events.stockton.gov.uk/stockton-events/stockton-cycling-
festival-2 then contact us for sponsor forms/ t-shirt. 

EVENTSCalendar2016

Charity Golf Day at 
Romanby Golf Course, 
Northallerton
Wednesday 15th June 2016 
Join us for our annual day of golf at 
the stunning Romanby golf course in 
Northallerton. We are inviting teams of 4 to 
take part in the competition which comprises 
of 18 holes of golf and various competitions 
throughout the day.  The cost is £220 per team, 
which includes breakfast bar on arrival, 10 yard 
Bucket Challenge, Crazy putting competition, 
Longest drive, Nearest to the Pin, 2 Shot Club 
and a two course meal. The day runs from 
8.30am to 5.30pm (approx)

*Kindly sponsored by Doornbos Equipment  
Uk Ltd*

Great North Run 2016  

Sunday 11th September 2016

Over 56,000 people will be taking part in the Great North Run, 

the world’s biggest half marathon, and you can be one of them! 

Held on Sunday 11th of September 2016, if you are enthusiastic, 

energetic and would like to raise money for our special babies 

then this is the event for you!

Registration is £27, and we ask you to pledge to raise £300 in aid of 

our special babies. Deadline for entries is June 28th 2016
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Redcar Half Marathon 2016Sunday 25th September 2016
The Redcar Half 

Marathon is an extremely 
popular race first run in 
1983. The race follows a 
scenic coastal route taking in 
the Yorkshire sea front. The 
course starts and finishes on 
Majuba Road next to Redcar Leisure Centre leading runners along two out and back stretches, turning at 3.5 and 10 miles. Entries from £24 - £33 Registration Deadline 22nd  September. Please apply at www.hm.nmhraces.net then contact us for sponsor form/t-shirt.

Autumn Ladies Day
‘Jolly Hockeysticks!’

Thursday 22nd September 2016

One of our most popular 

events in our calendar 

is our fabulous Autumn 

Ladies Day! To be held 

at the beautiful venue of 

Judges Country House 

Hotel, this is a day not to be missed. Hot drinks 

reception and a chance to browse the lovely gift 

stalls and have a go on our 100 prize tombola before 

you are called through for lunch. A delightful two 

course lunch will be followed by an entertaining 

presentation by ‘The History Wardrobe’! The theme 

for this event is ‘Jolly Hockeysticks!’ which is a new 

presentation, and will take you back to the fashions 

of your school days!  Tickets £28

Murder Mystery  
Evening - Crathorne Hall 
Saturday 26th November 2016
Our exclusive Murder Mystery Evening 
promises to be a thrilling experience, in the 
beautiful setting of Crathorne Hall! Set in the 
1920’s era, murder most foul is the order of 
play where you will get the chance to test 
your detective skills to 
deduce the facts and 
find our killer!!!! Feel 
free to come in your 
finest flapper and 
gangster costumes 
(optional)

Tickets £45 to 
include reception 
drink and three 
course meal.

Muddy Mayhem Durham  Sunday 2nd October 2016

This is NO walk in the Park. Muddy Mayhem takes place at Hardwick Park where 

there will be a seriously tough course with around 40 obstacles to test your mettle.  

With cargo nets, climbing walls, tunnels, freezing open water, muddy ditches and lots 

of filthy surprises along the way.  With 5km or 10km courses to choose from, expect 

to be pushed to your limit! The 5km run costs £35 to participate and 10km run costs 

£40. Runners must be 16 or over and team discounts available. Please apply at  

www.durham.gov.uk/muddymayhem then contact us for sponsor form/t-shirt.

Christmas Coach Trip to 

Country Living Christmas 

Fair at Harrogate I.C.C  

Thursday 1st December 2016

Come along to our coach trip to the Country Living 

Magazine Christmas Fair in Harrogate where 

you will be able to pick up unique gifts to delight 

your loved ones, as well as inspired ideas and 

decorations to bring that magical festive spark 

to your home. Held at the I.C.C this indoor venue 

promises the perfect shopping day whatever the 

weather. Just a stones throw from the centre of 

Harrogate, have a wander into the town and peruse 

its many shops and cafes. Coach leaves the Blue 

         Bell Hotel, Acklam at 9.15am and departs 

the fair at 5pm 

for the return 

journey.  Tickets 

£20 to include 

coach travel and 

entrance into  

the fair.
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Hi there! 
Since I last wrote to you we have 
had a busy few months welcoming 
new staff and children to our 
hospice as well as saying farewell 
to children who have left us. 
Although winter seems a long time 
ago we had lots of events leading 
up to Christmas and during the 
first four months of 2016!

In the last six months we have had eight new 
children admitted to our hospice for either day care 
or some overnight care. There are four new nurses 
in the team and we have five care assistants who 
have joined our nursing bank to support us when we 
need extra help. 

The nursing care team continue to provide one 
to one nursing care to all our children as well as 
ensuring that we fit in lots of fun activities with 
the children during their stay. Each week we have 
regular visits from our skilled physiotherapist who 
reviews the children and updates our team with 
guidance on what physiotherapy the child requires. 
Additionally we now have a local GP practice who 
provide us with medical support within the hospice 
meaning there is less need for the children to have 
to go to hospital when they are unwell.

As well carrying out the nursing care for the children 
we continue to support the whole family throughout 
the year and I thought I would summarise what has 
been going on since I last wrote to you…..

In November we had a fantastic bonfire party which 
was held in the grounds and was well attended by 
all our families. Then in December we had our family 
Christmas party at the local community centre. We 
had a magician for the children, a disco, a buffet and 
Santa’s grotto. Everybody had great fun, including 
the staff and the children and parents went away 
smiling! Our children were amazing in our annual 
Christmas play held in our chapel and our sibling 
group had a superb day on the Santa Express in 
Grosmont. The parents support group enjoyed a 

‘dads only’ night at the 
local casino and then a 
party night with food and 
a disco was held for the 
parents and staff at the 
Stapleton Arms.

Already this year we 
have had a pamper 
night for our mums 
and we had Easter coffee 
morning with our parents. Now the light nights and 
warmer days are here we are looking forward to 
using our new playground equipment which was 
installed late last year. Our new swings will bring 
a lot of additional fun to our special children. We 
are planning a whole family fun day in July when 
all the staff will join the families on a coach trip to 
a theme park and we will provide a picnic lunch for 
everybody. Then we will hold our annual family fun 
day and barbeque in August and another ‘dads only’ 
night has been agreed following popular demand!!

As it’s the generosity from you all that enables my 
team to continue to offer the whole family support 
I thought it would be good to tell you a little about 
another three children that spend time with us each 
week. I have, with the permission from their parents 
included a little information and a photograph of 
Jorge, Chloe and Layla which I think illustrates what 
we do more than my words can explain.

Thank you for continuing to support Zoë’s Place 
which allows us to be there for the families that 
need us. Here’s hoping that we have a few weeks 
of lovely sunshine and warm weather so that we 
can take the children out to the local parks and 
seaside….

Kind regards

Michelle

Head of Care

Michelle



Jorge is 2 years old and he started 

to come and stay with us when he 

was a few months old. 

He has been diagnosed with cerebral palsy and 

epilepsy meaning he is totally dependent on the 

nursing team to care for him throughout the day. He 

has developmental delays, some visual impairment 

and he requires feeding through a special tube 

inserted in his tummy.

Jorge visits the hospice every week and he loves 

sensory play, messy play, touch and listening to 

singing. He has regular physiotherapy to help him 

with his development. He loves cuddles!  Whenever 

he is staying with us he always lets us know he is 

happy with his gorgeous smile!

When I asked his parents 

what Zoë’s Place means 

to them they replied as 

follows:

“Zoë’s Place has really 

been a god send to 

both Jorge and us as a 

family. The staff are 

amazing with Jorge, and 

he gives plenty smiles 

away when he’s there 

which says it all and 

makes the difference 

for us knowing he’s 

in such good hands. The support 

Zoë’s provide is first class, their main focus is on the 

children to ensure they are comfortable and happy. 

They are always reliable which means we have chance 

to recharge and take a step back for a short while as 

Jorge needs 24/7 care and support. We really couldn’t 

do without Zoë’s Place. Thank you so much! Xx”

Chloe is 3 years old and she comes to stay with us  

each week. 

She has mitochondrial disorder meaning she has some developmental delays and 

she has problems with her bowels therefore she cannot eat orally. Chloe has all her 

feeding intravenously which is given through a special line called a broviac line. She 

has a wheelchair to encourage her independence.

When she comes to see us Chloe likes to take her time and explore the hospice. 

She enjoys playing with the other children and she loves our music bugs sessions 

which involve singing along and using puppets. 

When I asked her parents what does Zoë’s Place means to them they replied as follows:

 “The world… it’s a chance for us to have a break when she comes to the hospice. It’s good to know that she is 

happy and well cared for when she’s there”.

Layla is 2 years old and she has been attending our hospice for  a year. 
She has Spina 
Bifida, chronic lung 
disease, epilepsy and 
hydrocephalus therefore 
she relies on the nursing 
team to move her and to 
carry out all her cares. 
Layla needs to have 
oxygen throughout the 
day and night and she 
has to be fed through a 
special tube inserted into her tummy.
Layla visits us every week and she always has fun when she is here! She always says hiya to everybody, smiles, vocalises and laughs throughout the day. She loves talking away to the nursing team! We encourage her to learn new words and she loves painting and circle time story time with all the children. Layla loves going out for walks when the weather allows!

When I asked her mum what Zoë’s Place means to you she replied as follows:
“I don’t think I can put it into words what you all mean to me, as there is only me to carry out all Layla’s needs and I only have Zoë’s Place who can give me a break! The support you give us as a family is fantastic and I know that Layla loves coming to stay… it just means so much to me… I can’t thank you enough!”
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Make a donation Registered Charity No. 1092545

I enclose a cheque for £                 I am a taxpayer and would like Gift aid

Signed:             Date:

Don’t forget 
t o t ick t he 
gift aid box

You may also donate on our website: www.zoes-place.org.uk or over the 
telephone by calling the Hospice on 01642 457985

NAME

ADDRESS

POSTCODE:                                                 TEL NO:

EMAIL:
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We’d all 
like to say

Thank you!Thank you!


